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experiments, no body being admitted   but  the
Duke of Buckingham."

For all this, he remained an enthusiastic but
dabbling amateur, since, in his application to
anything, he was, according to Halifax, "fit to
ride a Heat, but had not Wind enough for a
long Course " ; and Eurnet, whilst acknowledging
his "great compass of knowledge," adds "that
he was never capable of much application or
study.53 Distractions burst in upon him, and,
such was his easy-going, capricious nature, he
allowed himself to be caught up by a thousand
and one things which had no better recommen-
dation than that they served to while away time
and postpone an evil hour at the council table.
" He was," says Burnet in another place, " an
Everlasting Talker " ;" witty," observes Sheffield,
"in all sorts of Conversation, and telling a story
so well that, not out of Flattery, but the Pleasure of
hearing it, we seemed ignorant of what he had
repeated to us ten times before." Less sympa-
thetic listeners, however, confessed to boredom at
oft-repeated tales, and those, in particular, in
which were related the King's adventures after
his escape from Worcester, and, on this account,
regretfully noted his readiness to confide in com-
plete strangers, provided only they would hear
him.